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 Xme, initiating tZo narratiYes that aZait completion. The first is Aberdonian emigration and
 trade, Zhich had been focXsed on Scotland's North Sea neighbors bXt shifted to the empire
 in the eighteenth centXr\.The second e[amines the transformation of the Aberdonian Xrban
 enYironment, as the bXrgh folloZed the e[amples of EdinbXrgh and GlasgoZ, oYerleaping its

 medieYal boXndaries to establish an Enlightenment-era "NeZ ToZn" Zith rational streets,
 elegant sqXares, and room for e[pansion.

 As stated aboYe, Aberdeen before 1800 is a collaboration, Zhich is at once its greatest
 strength as Zell as its principal Zeakness. While no single aXthor coXld bring sXch broad
 e[pertise to bear on a topic, the task of the editors is made impossibl\ comple[. Some topics,

 sXch as the plagXe, earn redXndant coYerage Xnder separate aXthors; others, sXch as Yenereal

 disease, reYeal an academic specialt\ giYen too mXch Zeight in a general histor\.The chapters
 Zith mXltiple aXthors sXffer especiall\ from a sort of st\listic schi]ophrenia. Aberdeen before
 1800 (Zith its companion,Aberdeen 1800-2000) certainl\ Zill become the standard histor\
 of the bXrgh; it probabl\ Zill inform a Zide readership and hopefXll\ Zill generate mXch
 neZ scholarship. It Zill also, one e[pects, decorate man\ an Aberdonian coffee table.

 Le Simple, Le MXltiple: La Disposition dX RecXeil 'a la Renaissance. Ed. Jean -
 Philippe BeaXlieX. EtXdes fran,aises 38, no. 3. Montreal: Les Presses de l'UniYersite de
 Montreal, 2002. 140 pp. n.p. ISBN 2-7606-2391-2.

 REVIEWED BY: HerYe-Thomas Campangne, UniYersit\ of Mar\land, College Park

 AlthoXgh the categor\ of dispositio Zas often treated sXmmaril\ in classical and earl\
 modern treatises of rhetoric, other theoreticians reminded their readers of its importance:
 Leon Battista Alberti implicitl\ presented it as the ke\ to modern architectXral and literar\
 creation, Zhile GXillaXme DX Vair made it an essential part of logic, "the mistress of elo
 qXence." As to the notion of compilation, it represented a legitimate form of inYention in
 the e\es of some of the most prolific Zriters of the French Renaissance (Gilles Corro]et,

 Antoine DXVerdier, and Fran,ois de Belleforest come to mind as representatiYes of this tra
 dition).Working Zith concepts that pla\ed a fXndamental role in Renaissance thoXght,Jean

 Philippe BeaXlieX and the contribXtors to this special issXe of EtXdesfranfaises propose to
 ree[amine a corpXs of French te[ts pXblished betZeen 1532 and 1611.

 EdZin DXYal offers a neZ light on the first antholog\ of poetr\ to haYe been printed
 in France.The critic reminds Xs that modern editors haYe traditionall\ chosen the 1538 edi
 tion of Marot's Adolescence clementine, Zhich contains emendations and sXpplementar\ Zorks

 that make it difficXlt to grasp the original intent of the poet.The composition of the 1532
 te[t reYeals a binar\ strXctXre that opposes the life and Zorks of the poet as adolescent to those

 of the Zriter as adXltXs. DXYal shoZs conYincingl\ that this collection represents aVillon-like
 testament in Zhich the poet reflects Xpon these tZo stages of his life as Zell as a coherent
 te[t annoXncing a magnXm opXs that Marot ZoXld neYer be able to complete in his later
 career.

 ClaXde La Charite finds in the jX[taposition ofJean BoXchet's epistles (1545) tZo dis
 tinct tendencies: the Epistres morales bear the imprint of the medieYal Ars dictaminis, Zhile the

 Epistresfamilieres echo the Erasmian concept of letter Zriting, Zhich priYileged a spontane
 oXs and conYersational st\le. Not Xnlike poet Jean Lemaire de Belges, BoXchet is therefore
 presented as a Zriter Zho bridged the rhetoriqXeXr tradition and the hXmanist conception of
 epistolar\ e[change as a dialogic process.
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 Jean-Philippe BeaXlieX reflects on the pXblication of the correspondence betZeen Mar
 gXerite d'AngoXleme and GXillaXme Bri,onnet. In the pXblished antholog\, the initial spon

 taneit\ of the letters Zritten betZeen 1521 and 1524 is replaced b\ the staging of tZo
 personae: MargXerite takes on the role of the pXpil Zho seeks the spiritXal enlightenment of

 the bishop-teacher. Readers reap the benefits of this dialogXe in Zhich appears a pedagogical
 process.

 Joel CastongXa\ Belanger stXdies the dispositio of the poetic TombeaX[, Zhich groXped
 together te[ts Zritten in honor of deceased princes and poets. The organi]ation of these
 anthologies often e[hibited hierarchies among Zriters and a promotion of common poetic
 YalXes and theories. Belanger jXdicioXsl\ notes that the freqXent Xse of the architectXral met

 aphor b\ contribXtors to these collections did not instill an eqXiYalence betZeen poetic Tom
 beaX and marble tomb; it shoZed on the contrar\ that poetr\, in its immaterialit\, Zas meant

 to oXtliYe and sXrpass the finel\ scXlpted tombs of the Renaissance great.
 Helene Ca]es tXrns to Henri Estienne's philological and editorial actiYit\ in te[ts that

 inclXde the E[traits des OrateXrs grecs and the Parodies morales. In this sXperb article, one gains

 a better Xnderstanding of the career, Zork, and philosoph\ of a hXmanist Zho gathered te[

 tXal fragments into coherent YolXmes and often facilitated a dialogXe betZeen the Yoices of
 ancient aXthors. ThroXgh this process of compilation and collection, Zhich did not e[clXde
 a creatiYe facet, Estienne foXnd a form of poetic aXthorship that he inYited his readers to
 emXlate.

 An e[amination of the organi]ation ofAmbroise Pare's complete Zorks (first pXblished
 in 1575) alloZs EYel\ne Berriot-SalYadore to XnYeil the sXrgeon's conception of his art in all
 its nXances. Contrar\ to the members of the FacXlte de Medecine Zho Zere carefXl to sep
 arate disciplines, Pare Zas eager to connect sXrger\, ph\siolog\, anatom\, and other aspects
 of medical science. Berriot-SalYadore's insightfXl anal\sis demonstrates that b\ collecting his

 te[ts into a single YolXme, Pare intended to present sXrger\ as a fXll-fledged science Zhose
 practitioner became a "Minister of NatXre."

 In his article on Antoine de NerYe]e's AmoXrs diYerses, BrXno Meniel sXggests that the
 aXthor's 1611 collection is organi]ed according to the endings of the noYels it inclXdes.While
 the first noYels are conclXded Zith a marriage or reXnion of loYers, the last ones depict their
 protagonists' choices of contemplatiYe or religioXs liYes. Meniel belieYes that this dispositio
 reflects NerYe]e's oZn spiritXal joXrne\ as a noYelist Zho became more attracted to Yita con
 templatiYa as his career Xnfolded.

 OYerall, the high qXalit\ of the articles gathered in this special issXe of EtXdesfranfaises
 proYes that effects of dispositio merit carefXl stXd\ as the\ reflect a Zide and diYerse arra\ of

 intentions on the part of Renaissance Zriters. Most importantl\, the\ shoZ that compilation

 and collection represented a fXll-fledged form of aXthorship in the earl\ modern period. As
 BeaXlieX rightfXll\ points oXt in his introdXction, the\ also constitXted a significant form of

 translatio dXring a period in Zhich French Zriters Zere eager to promote their national lan
 gXage and cXltXre.
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